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1 Introduction

Announcement: We now have a summary website providing ressuo your graduate school
applications for speech pathology schools. A link to thabsve can be found from my homepage
or the lab’s homepage.

Rutgers does not have a speech pathology program. In mast, dherefore, you need to go
to a graduate program (either MA or PhD). The following dssion is based on kind advices
from the former and current lab assistants of the Rutgersi€tios Lab. All the former assistants
have gone to speech pathology graduate schools or got spatiiogy related jobs.

DISCLAIMER: following all these advices does not guaranéggosition in graduate school, al-
though the success rate from our Phonetics Lab is 100% so far.

2 What you can do at Rutgers

(1) Classes at Rutgers that are helpful
a. Phonetics
b. Phonology
c. Syntax
d. Language Acquisition (psychology)
e. Psychology of Language (psychology)

*This handout is specifically for speech pathology schoads.nfore general advice, see another handout on mine
about graduate admission. The contents presented hetfleirt the experience of my former and current lab assistants
of the Rutgers Phonetic Lab. | am very grateful to Kelly Ggri@ra Greenberg, Shanna Lichtman, Michelle Marron,
and Melanie Pangilinan for sharing their information. Whdid is really summarize their experiences, and perhaps
they should deserve more credits.



Cognition (psychology)

Infant and child development (psychology)
Interpersonal communication (communication)
Family communication (communication)

(Statistics) (I'd recommend taking stats class anyway)
(Intro biology)
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In the last few years, when | teach undergraduate phonéticake sure to cover some basis for
speech pathology. Transcription is an important skill tinainy (all?) speech pathology schools
require. | now cover transcription extensively in my phacgetlass, but having a research oppor-
tunity that involves transcription would also help.

3 What you haveto do beyond Rutgersoffers

(2) A example list of prerequisites (at one school)
a. Phonetics
b. Language acquisition
c. Intro to audiology
d. Anatomy and Physiology of the Speech Mechanism
e. Phonological disorders
f. Aural rehabilitation
(3) Another example (at another school)
a. Anatomy and Physiology for the SLP (Speech Language Pailst (highly recom-
mend taking this over the summer)
b. Research Methods
c. Technical Writing for the SLP
d. Infant and Child Language Development
e. Intro to Audiology

Many of these classes can be taken as online courses at Ut Btiversity (e.g. Acoustics,
Anatomy, and Physiology of the Ear). Check out http://carad.edul/.

Kean University also offers online courses (e.g. AnatomyRhysiology of the Speech and Hear-
ing Mechanism; Intro to Communication Disorders). Checktbair website at
http://www.kean.edu/ cdd/maslp/descri.htm.

Another way to satisfy the prerequisites is to take advantagStudy Abroad Program. | my-

self went to a small college in Japan (International Clarstuniversity), so | spent one year at
University of California, Santa Cruz, which offers one oé thest undergraduate linguistics pro-
grams. For speech-pathology courses, for example, theelsity of Queensland in Brisbane,
Australia has an introductory course for speech patholbgyis pre-approved for study abroad
students.



Here are some schools abroad that offer speech pathologyaons. IMPORTANT: Make sure
to talk to the Study Abroad Program because there is no giesréimat exchange students can take
any classes. Also, the list is just an example, and there guacantee that this list is exhaustive.
Again talk to them. Finally, if you want to work fora lab (forhich, see below), make sure to tell
your advisor as early as possible (maybe at a time of inte)vieat you are interested in studying
abroad.

(4) Some speech pathology programs abroad.
a. Macquarie University in Sydney, Australia, a BA progranSpeech & Hearing Sci-
ences
b. University College London in London, England, a BSc in&peSciences

c. The University of Manchester in Manchester, England, a g®gram in Speech and
Language Therapy.

Note: Prerequisites are schools-specific. Some schogfsletake the prerequisites at the gradu-
ate school while others want you to complete all the preatps before you apply.

4 What you can do beyond classes

It is almost crucial, | would say, that you do some extracutiar activities to help you build up
your CV/resume. This experience will also allow you to getbadjrecommendation letter from
your advisor. Working at a lab also allows you to make coliesgwho aim to pursue similar
career.

(5) Recommended activities.

a. Research assistant position.

b. ldeally at the phonetics lab, but other psychology labé pvobably provide good
experiences (see the quote below).

c. Presentation at a conference (undergraduate researfdrexces or real professional
conferences)

d. Volunteering in the pediatric ward of the hospital.

e. \olunteer, shadow, or work for an audiologist.

A message from one of our lab alumni:

As far as extracurriculars go, | was told that a big reasond eed at XXX was my
research experience in your lab at Rutgers [SK: Rutgers@lusrLab]. | have no idea
if this would be as influential for acceptance into grad s¢hioat | know it was very
important for my job. | was also asked about volunteeringd @i a rehab hospital
in high school. | would definitely recommend that anyoneriggéed in a career in
communication disorders observe and volunteer with peaple actually have these

3



disorders. It is important to know that you will be good iteting with people who
may have trouble talking with you or understanding you.

Another message:

| did really have many extra curricular activities in cokebecause | worked a lot.
Strangely enough, my jobs prepped me a lot. | worked for Hiartdealth Center
where | learned how to organize files and all of the HIPPA ragohs and as an ad-
ministrator for the National institute of Early Educatioed$®arch which taught me
how to give language assessments. Also working for the practor after graduation
helped me learn a lot of anatomy.

5 Time management

Another piece of advice from one of our alumni:

The only advice | can really give is to learn time managemdgsearch potential
grad schools early and send in applications early. Of cognages are important, but
| found that school really care about life experiences, deddifferent perspective
students can bring due to those experiences. Take the timedond observe and gain
as much experience as you can if the field before you get iptauitself.

| cannot agree with her more. Remember: many labs do not &kersresearch assistants. |
myself require at least 2-year of committement. Many sttglstart working as a research assistant
in their sophomore year. Start early. Don’t wait until yoangr year.

6 Gettingin touch

Lastly, we have a facebook group (https://www.faceboak/gpoups/213474645350817/). There
you can ask questions to those who have gone to a speechqeptiyshduate program (well, the
contributors of this handout).

Some of the lab alumni have also agreed to share their emdiiessks if you'd rather want to
email them. Contact me to get their email addresses (or youatk to them on the facebook
group site above too).

The Phonetics lab always seeks for enthusiastic reseaststaats. For more information, visit
our lab website: http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/ phonetidéx.php.

7 Other resources

(6) The American Speech-Hearing-Language Associatidp:/Mww.asha.org
(7) The Department of Labor: http://www.bls.gov/oco/da@38.htm

(8) Alistof graduate schools in Northeast: http://wwwdagahools.com/search-programs/speech-
pathology



